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THANK YOU 
FOR WAITING, 
AKAMINE-SAN. 

RIGHT THIS 
WAY, PLEASE. 


It's become 
a habit of 


Sounds 
like I'm as 
good as 


‘Utsumi first 
transferred | 


But soon after. 
=| learned that 
Utsumi actually 
saw me for 
who I am... 


absolutely, no 
faith in me 
and the people 
around him‘, 
rubbed me 
= the wrong = 


That's why, Iwas terrified 
1 made work: that other” 7 
“\ about the — people would: 
~ results and _ realize that, 
ing else. = myself. 


But with : 
Utsumi. by A 


= Mmy.side, 


He’s the man “(COP / _ To me, he~ 
who released “isn’t merely =| 
me from my someone to 
solitude and E zon 4 ris - 
isolation. fe 


| need 
him in my 
life. 


I finally realize 
what was happening 
back then... 

He was touching 
the wounds on my 

heart. 


I’m sure 


were those of S~ _ the tears 
someone who he shed that 
knew intimately a—— — day... 
the pain of not — 2 
being chosen by 
the one they 
wanted most in 


the world— 


Thinking 


It was as 
though he'd 
reopened 
the wounds 
on his own 

heart. 


ed f 
how he was |, | never 


always looking, y jbothered to : 
at me with\|) Jjz notice... 


eyes thaty \ 
_~ begged for\\\\\\\ 
comfort. \\ 


T’LL GET 
OUT HERE, 
THANKS. 


| want to hear 
the truth of his 
t \ feelings... 


-- YOU'RE 
SUCH A 
THOUGH I t seaall “ry ROMANTIC, 


CAN'T SAY IT EI* Lf AKAMINE- 


REALLY DOES x 2 - “SY i ? SAN. 
MUCH FOR i —— 


HAVING ME 
BRING YOU 
ALL THE WAY 
TO A PLACE 
LIKE THIS... 


a 


GOES WELL, 
T’LL BE 

I CAN'T STARTING 
RELAX IF IN THE 
IYMNOT_ SPRING. 
KEEPING 
BUSY, YOU 

KNOW? 


FOUND 
ANEW 
JOB? 


..WHAT 
ABOUT YOU? 
IT LOOKS LIKE 
THE MERGER 
WENT WELL. 


RUMOR HAS IT, 

HE HAD A G16 \ 

ON THE SIDE | SS 
AND WAS JUST wie 
TAKING SOME MATANABE 

TIME OFF ASS uy WH 
me ome “J missine? 
CAME BACK. ‘ f 
IN FACT, YOU Z 
MIGHT HAVE 


ON YOUR WAY 
OUT THE 


WHAT Y 
HAPPENED 
ARE YOU! WITH THE 
RESIGNED. |} stite iN 
CONTACT 
THAT’S WITH 
ALL I'LL HIM? 


.. ANYWAY, 
IT GUESS THAT’S 
ABOUT IT. 


IT’S JUST 
LIKE YOU 
SAID TO ME 
BEFORE. 
ALL OF IT 
WAS A BIG 
MISTAKE. 


WHO KNOWS? 
MAYBE IF WED 
NEVER MET, 
WE BOTH COULD 
HAVE BEEN 


PUTTING SOME 
DISTANCE 
BETWEEN US 
WAS THE RIGHT 
DECISION. 


TVE FELT A LOT 
MORE SETTLED, 
TOO. LIKE T 


FINALLY MANAGED 


TO GET FREE 
OF ALL THAT 
HATRED. 


THOSE 
LAST SIX 
YEARS... 


HOLT 
NOTHING 
BUT 
REGRET. 


AND NOT 
EVERYTHING 


SIX YEARS WAS 


NEVE 
I WOULDN'T yer... 
HAVE FIGLIRED 
OUT HOW I 
WANT TO LIVE 
MY LIFE GOING 
FORWARD, 


BEEN AFRAID 
OF NOT BEING 
NEEDED BY THE 
PERSON I 


LOVE... 


THAT’S WHY 
I'D PROTECT 
MYSELF BY 
STEPPING BACK, 
OR HIDING 
IN FOND 
I WANTED MEMORIES... 
SOMEONE 
WHO LOVED 
ME AS MUCH 


BUT... 
AS I LOVED TO BE 


HONEST, 


FOR US TO 
ACCEPT ONE 
ANOTHER 
COMPLETELY, 
AND I WANTED WITH ALL OUR 

.. TO BECOME FEANS 
/SOMEONE CAPABLE 
OF PROTECTING 
SO PRECIOLIS A 
PERSON. 


TTT 


en 


THE PERSON 
WHO MADE 
ME REALIZE 


BECAUSE 
YOU OPENED 
ME UP TO 
MY OWN 
FEELINGS... 


HOPE TO 
HAVE THAT 
KIND OF 
RELATION- 
SHIP WITH 
ME...? 


TO MAKE UP 
MY MIND. 


WHAT THE HELL 
ARE YOU 
EVEN TALKING 


ABOUT...? 


THE PAIN OF YOU WANT 


SN SHI, NOT BEING ME TO FALL 
Al CHOSEN BY THE IN LOVE WITH 
PERSON WE YOu? NOW? 
Neel WANTED THE 
MOST... 


THAT’S 
SOMETHING 
WE HAVE IN 
COMMON. 


WHAT I'M 
SAYING 
iIs— 


IF IT WERE 
A WOUND 
THAT COULD 
BE HEALED BY 
REVENGE, 
YOU WOULDN'T 
BE IN THIS 
MUCH PAIN. 


UTSUMI... 


AND I'LL DO I BELIEVE 
ANYTHING — I LINDER- 

TO PROTECT STAND YOU 
YOU, SO... NOW, 


PLEASE LET 
ME STAY BY 
YOUR SIDE. 


«I WON'T 
ASK YOLI TO 
FEEL THE 
SAME WAY I 
MAYBE YOUR pO RIGHT 
WOLINDS NOW. 
WILL NEVER 
REALLY HEAL, 
BUT... 


I DON'T 
WANT TO LET 


TELL ME 
WHAT YOU 
4 WANT FROM 


DARE You 


(T$A BIT 
LATE FOR YOUR 
BULLSHIT 
SWEET TALK... 


HOW CAN 
YOU SAY THAT 
AFTER THE 
WAY You've 
TREATED ME?L 


Gj" i 


you 
FUCKING 
PIECE OF 
SHIT 


SUFFERNGIN (— 
SOLMUpe.. } 


EVERYONE 
TREATS ME JUST 
LIKE A TOOL 
10 BE USED 
AND THEN CAST 
ASIDE. 


NO ONE EVER 

STOPPED T0 ero 

THINK ABOUT ZY YOUHAS ONCE 

HOW | MIGHT cee 
FEEL... sais 


PERSON.../ 


THE DAY 
WHEN 
WE FIRST 

you MET... 
ACTUALLY 
NOTICED 
ME... 


Va CERTAWN 
ry 


YOU WERE 
DIFFERENT 
FROM THOSE 
OTHER 
LOWLIFES... 
0 BEEN 
SAVED! 


| BEGAN T0 

FEEL LIKE 

THERE WAS 
HOPE... 


YOU BETRAYED 


WHEN I'D = Ye 
) MY FEELINGS 
BELIEVED THAT 
YOU, OFALL AND CHOSE 
PEOPLE, WOULD SAEKI-SAN! 


NEVER HURT 
ME... 


AND YET, 
YOU... 


THOSE SIX 
YEARS THAT 
YOU STOLE 


FROM ME, 


I COULD 
SPEND THE REST 
OF MY LIFE AND 

NEVER FULLY 
MAKE THIS LIP 


THOUGHT I 
LINDERSTOOD, 
BUT I SEE 
NOW... 


AND I I TRAPPED 
ABANDONED YOU DEEP 
YOU THERE, WITHIN THAT 


FOR SIX 
YEARS... 


ALL ALONE... DARK PAST... 


IN EXCHANGE, 
WILL YOU ALLOW 
ME TO MAKE YOU 

A PROMISE...? 


NO MATTER 
WHAT 


I WILL HAPPENS 
ALWAYS BE I SWEAR... pvriige, 
ON YOUR 


SIDE. 


UDGING 
By YOUR 
FACE... 


YOU WEREN'T | 

INTO THIS AT 

ALL A MINUTE 
AGO... 


BUT | GUESS 
THIS MEANS IT'S 
SAFE TO SAY 
YOU CHANGED 
YOUR MIND...? 


YOU CAN 
GO EVEN 
DEEPER... 


MESS ME 
UP ALL 
THE WAY 
INSIDE. 


“each other’s 


A hearts. ~ 


| could 
feel the 
unease in 
Utsumi’s 
body, 


which was 
slightly bonier 
than the last 
time | was in 

his arms, \\" 


mistakes | we've 
made can't be 


Even so, 
I... wy 
AY 

Sf 


a 


YOU KNOW, 
THE FIRST 
TIME I TALKED 
TO HIM... 


HE WAS SO 
EASY TO GET 
ON WITH, NOT 
SUPERIOR AT 
ALL. HE WAS. 
CONSIDERATE, 
AND CLEVER... 


HE SEEMED 
LIKE A 
WONDERFUL, 
PERSON. 


——f 
JUST WANT 


I NEVER HAD 
ANY INTENTION 
OF SELLING 
SAEKI-SAN OLIT. 


so YOU 
DON’T NEED 
TO WORRY 


I’M SURE YOLI 
HAVE NO IDEA 
QUITE HOW I 
FELT AT THAT 
MOMENT. 


ee 
a oy 


...NO, 
I THINK 
I UNDER- 
STAND. 


Despite 
everything— 


a 


-_ 
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